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One of the best ways to reduce sedi-

ment and nutrient losses from the
landscape is to protect sensitive ripar-
ian areas through voluntary program
for land purchases, conservation ease-
ments, and the implementation of best
management practices, all funda-
mental components of the CARA bill.

Mr. Chairman, my amendment seeks
to assist conservation planning in the
region through the development of a
scientific sediment and nutrient moni-
toring network. The goal of the net-
work is to enable States and other gov-
ernmental and nongovernmental enti-
ties to make better decisions about
where to direct resources and to deter-
mine which conservation measures are
most appropriate in the Mississippi
River Basin.

The amendment I am proposing to-
night is but a single component of a far
larger basin initiative that I intro-
duced earlier this year, H.R. 4013, ‘‘The
Upper Mississippi River Basin Con-
servation Act’’. We have over 18 co-
sponsors from eight States.

H.R. 4013 establishes the monitoring
network contained in my amendment
here tonight, as well as a state-of-the-
art computer modeling program to
identify significant sources of sedi-
ments and nutrients. It provides grants
and incentives to States and counties
to implement best management prac-
tices and other innovative voluntary
programs. It calls for increases in the
USDA highly effective but underfunded
land conservation programs. Finally, it
contains data protection provisions de-
signed to protect the privacy of indi-
vidual landowners in the basin, which I
know is very important to a lot of
property rights advocates in this body.

The legislation relies entirely on vol-
untary programs and creates no new
regulations. I believe this approach to
watershed management is the wave of
the future. It is proactive rather than
reactive, seeking to stop harmful nu-
trients and sediments before they
make it into the river basin, rather
than relying on expensive cleanup and
mitigation efforts after the fact.

The approach is basin wide rather
than piecemeal, seeking to look at the
entire ecosystem and develop manage-
ment plans appropriate to a large-scale
physical system. Finally, this approach
relies on interagency and intergovern-
mental cooperation attempting to co-
ordinate the diverse but sometimes
fragmented conservation efforts of
Federal, State, and local agencies, as
well as non-governmental organiza-
tions.

Mr. Chairman, I urge support of H.R.
4013 and invite my colleagues to join
me as a cosponsor of this important
piece of legislation which will better
protect ‘‘America’s river,’’ the Mis-
sissippi River, and North America’s
largest migratory route.

Mr. Chairman, at this moment I
would like to engage in a colloquy with
the gentleman from Alaska (Mr.
YOUNG), the chairman of my Com-
mittee on Resources.

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Chair-
man, will the gentleman yield?

Mr. KIND. I yield to the gentleman
from Alaska.

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Chair-
man, I will be happy to engage in a col-
loquy with the gentleman.

Mr. KIND. Mr. Chairman, earlier this
year, I know as the gentleman under-
stands, I introduced H.R. 4013. It was
referred to our Committee on Re-
sources. The legislation authorizes the
U.S. Geological Survey, an agency
under the jurisdiction of our com-
mittee, to oversee a monitoring net-
work and the modeling program in the
upper Mississippi River Basin. And I
know the gentleman is familiar with
the legislation already.

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the
gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr. KIND)
has expired.

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Chair-
man, I yield 1 minute to the gentleman
from Wisconsin (Mr. KIND)

Mr. KIND. Mr. Chairman, I again
yield to the gentleman from Alaska.

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Chair-
man, if the gentleman will continue to
yield, I am familiar with the gentle-
man’s legislation and look forward to
working with him and his staff on this
measure.

Mr. KIND. Mr. Chairman, reclaiming
my time, as the gentleman knows, H.R.
4013 has bipartisan support. It has also
received the endorsement of a number
of national and regional conservation
outdoor recreation groups, farm, and
environmental groups. And I am will-
ing, based on that understanding and
discussion that I have had with the
gentleman and his staff, to, with unan-
imous consent, withdraw my amend-
ment here tonight and work with the
gentleman to establish a hearing on
this important legislation some time
prior to the August recess.

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. I understand
and appreciate the work that the gen-
tleman has done on this measure and it
is my intention that the appropriate
subcommittee of the Committee on Re-
sources will hold a public hearing on
this prior to the August recess, espe-
cially this upcoming 2000 recess.

I compliment the gentleman on his
good work. He has talked to me before
tonight and I appreciate the gentleman
withdrawing the amendment.

Mr. KIND. Mr. Chairman, with that
assurance, I will ask unanimous con-
sent to withdraw the amendment, and
would also like to commend the gen-
tleman from Alaska, the chairman of
the Committee on Resources, and the
gentleman from California (Mr.
GEORGE MILLER), the ranking member,
for the hard work and effort that they
have put in bringing together this wide
political coalition that exists, I be-
lieve, for the CARA bill. I am a proud
supporter of the bill, and I conclude by
urging my colleagues to support H.R.
701 in final passage tomorrow.

Mr. Chairman, I ask unanimous con-
sent to withdraw my amendment.

The CHAIRMAN pro tempore (Mr.
PEASE). Is there objection to the re-

quest of the gentleman from Wis-
consin?

There was no objection.
The CHAIRMAN pro tempore. The

amendment is withdrawn.
Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Chair-

man, I move that the Committee do
now rise.

The motion was agreed to.
Accordingly, the Committee rose;

and the Speaker pro tempore (Mr.
REGULA) having assumed the chair, Mr.
PEASE, Chairman pro tempore of the
Committee of the Whole House on the
State of the Union, reported that that
Committee, having had under consider-
ation the bill (H.R. 701) to provide
Outer Continental Shelf Impact Assist-
ance to State and local governments,
to amend the Land and Water Con-
servation Fund Act of 1965, the Urban
Park and Recreation Recovery Act of
1978, and the Federal Aid in Wildlife
Restoration Act (commonly referred to
as the Pittman-Robertson Act) to es-
tablish a fund to meet the outdoor con-
servation and recreation needs of the
American people, and for other pur-
poses, had come to no resolution there-
on.

f

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mrs. MEEK of Florida (at the request
of Mr. GEPHARDT) for today, on account
of official business in the district.

Mr. FATTAH (at the request of Mr.
GEPHARDT) for before 5 p.m. today, on
account of personal reasons.

Mr. WISE (at the request of Mr. GEP-
HARDT) for May 8 and the balance of
the week, on account of personal
reasons.

Mr. COBLE (at the request of Mr.
ARMEY) for after 6:30 p.m. today and on
May 11, on account of official business
concerning his Intellectual Property
Subcommittee.

f

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. UDALL of New Mexico) to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material:)

Mr. LIPINSKI, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. PALLONE, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois, for 5 minutes,

today.
Mr. GREEN of Texas, for 5 minutes,

today.
Ms. STABENOW, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA, for 5 minutes,

today.
Mr. CUMMINGS, for 5 minutes, today.
(The following Members (at the re-

quest of Mr. PEASE) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)

Mr. BURTON of Indiana, for 5 minutes
each day, on May 15 and 17.
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